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A UB Law Primer 
Andrea Sammarco 
Managing Editor 
Well, here you finally are. At long 
last, you've embarked on the path to 
true enlightenment, to worlds undis­
covered, to your own swiss villa and 
a Mercedes in the garage. You 're on 
your way to becoming a lawyer, and 
to hell with Dan Quayle! Now if you 
could only figure out where to find a 
change dispenser for the (EXPLE­
TIVE DELETED) copy machine! 
With that in mind, The Opinion has 
provided the following list ofhelpful 
hints to assist you in finding your 
way around the maze of Amherst's 
largest and ugliest (but beloved, 
nonetheless) lego-land of the north. 
Armed with the nuts and bolts of 
daily life at UB law, we hope to 
provide you with the time to actually 
crack open a casebook. 
The Mimeograph room: The law 
school mimeograph room ( located 
on the second floor across from the 
law lil~rary), is only open from 10 am 
to 12 pm, and will accept only per­
sonal checks as payment for materi­
als. The chances are good that at 
least one of your professors will ask 
you to purchase materials there. 
Check around with 2nd and 3rd years 
to find out if they have that material 
requested by the professor in years 
past, which they could then sell to 
you for a discounted price. 
Third floor O'Brian: The Records 
and Registration office window is 
the best place to go with any substan­
tive questions you may have about 
classes, financial aid, etc., but they 
are only open from 10 am to 12 pm 
and 2 pm to 4 pm. UB 's Records and 
Registration office may also be able 
to assist you. It is located in 232 
Capen Hall. 
Fourth floor O'Brian: The fourth 
floor of O'Brian Hall is the home of 
q\lite a few items of interest, includ­
ing a smoking lounge and a vending 
machine area, containing the law 
school's only soda machine which 
dispenses cans. 
Transportation to and from cam­
pus: Shuttle service for UB provides 
transportation by Bluebird bus all the 
way from the Ellicott bus tunnel (lo­
cated in the Ellicott Complex), to the 
Diefendorf Loop on the Main Street 
Campus. The buses will not stop at 
any point between the north and south 
campuses. Themostconvenientplace 
for law students to catch the shuttle is 
at Flint Loop, adjacent to Founder's 
Plaza and right outside O 'Brian Hall. 
There is no fee to ride the shuttle, and 
bus schedules are posted in the bus 
shelter on Flint Loop. 
For those students who will be 
commuting by car, be advised that 
you must obtain a hang tag in order to 
park in student lot on the campus. 
These tags will be available for $3 in 
232 Capen for a limited time. Park­
ing tickets (an unavoidable factoflife 
for car commuters) can be paid in 
President's Message to lL's 
Brian Madrazo 
On behalf of the Student Bar 
Association (SBA) I would like to 
take this opportunity to welcome back 
all returning students and all incom­
ing 1 L's. I am not going to offer 
advice to the lL's because; during 
the coming days, you will be over­
loaded with advice from everyone 
you meet. I will just say I look 
forward to meeting you, good luck 
and I sincerely hope your three years 
at Buffalo are challenging. 
For the benefit of the l L's and all 
returning students who have no idea 
what the SBA does a brief explana­
tion is in order. SBA is the student 
organization which is the represen­
tative of the students and is respon­
sible for the administration of the 
mandatory student fee. 
SBA is comprised of four officers 
and a Board of Directors. This year 
Brian Madrazo(3L) is President of 
SBA, Kate Sullivan (3L) is Vice­
President, Daryl Parker(3L) is Trea­
surer and David Chien(2L) is Secre-
tary. The Board ofDirectors consists 
of six Directors from each class year 
and will be elected in early Septem­
ber (see related article). 
SBA also throws social events. 
The first one is a Welcome Back 
Party Thursday, August 22, 1991. 
Look for details for time and place in 
your mailboxes and in the classrooms. 
UB Law can be a very exciting 
place but, as with most schools, it is 
only as good as the people attending 
wish.to make it. 1991-1992 promises 
to be an especially challenging year 
and the talents "of all students will be 
need~d to make UB Law an out­
standing experience for all those who 
attend. 
To that end I call on all students to 
become involved in the organization 
of their choice and help make a dif­
ference at Buffalo. Have a great year, 
study hard and GOOD LUCK to the 
lL's as you embark on your law school 
careers. 
Where you'll be spending your next three years, if you hadn't already noticed. 
Bissell Hall near the Coventry En­
trance. 
Computer Labs: Computer labs 
are located at the following loca­
tions: 212 Baldy Hall (Macs and 
IBMs), and the Science and Engi­
neering Library (located on the 3rd 
floor of the Undergraduate Library 
in Capen Hall, containing Macs and 
IBMs). Using these facilities re­
quires only a valid student ID and a 
start up disk, which is made avail­
able for a nominal fe~. On busy days 
Dean Welcom 
Dean David B. Filvaroff 
It is a pleasure to welcome you, 
the entering first-year class to the 
Law School. This should be a spe­
cial time for you as you begin the 
study of law in a most challenging 
era. I hope and expect-as you 
should-that your law school edu­
cation will be intellectually stimu­
lating and, in due course, profes­
sionally rewarding. But, no less 
importantly-and contrary to the 
image associated with many law 
schools-I hope that it will be a 
pleasant experience and that you, 
indeed, will have fun as we jointly 
explore the world of law. 
During the last ciecade or so, law 
schools in the ·United States and 
elsewhere have witnessed a dramatic 
change in legal studies. We have re­
learned the lessons ofour predeces-
(mostly during midterms and fi­
nals) a one hour time limit is im­
posed. 
Charles B. Sears Law Library: 
The law library is located on floors 
two through seven of O 'Brian Hall, 
however, the only way to access 
any law library facilities, rooms, 
etc., is through the second floor 
entrance of the library, across from 
the elevators in O'Brian Hall. Scat­
tered throughout the library are 
conlinued on page 7 
1st Years 
sors, American legal realists, that 
law is not an inexorable system of 
rules to be discovered by logical 
deduction. But we have also gone 
beyond the valuable legacy of legal 
realism. We have learned that social 
sciences-history, sociology, psy­
chology, political science, anthro­
pology, for example-have a great 
deal to tell us about the origins and 
operations of legal rules and legal 
institutions. We are specially fortu­
nate in having on our faculty a large 
number of professors who possess 
relevant interdisciplinary exercise. 
We have also recognized that much 
of what is determinative in legal 
decision-making is rooted in social 
values. Law is essentially policy 
writ both large, and, often, in fine 
detail. Those involved in Critical 
Legal Studies and others have made 
us aware of how much is indetermi­
nate in legal discourse and how much 
is a product of power, politics, and 
ideology. 
In addition to teaching practical 
wisdom, lawyering skills, and social 
responsibility, our law school clinics 
offer first-hand exposure to the man­
ner in which law operates in real­
world settings and the ways in which 
it directly affects people ·s lives. 
This list is partial. but it retlet·ts 
some of the diverse and existing cur-
continued fln pag<' 3 
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Student Bar Class Director Elections Announced 
ATTENTION ALL 
STUDENTS: 
The SBA is looking for 18 men and 
women, six from each class, to be­
come Directors on the SBA' s Board 
ofDirectors. Last year only 7 people 
ran for the six lL Directors, 6 people 
for the 6 2L Directors and all 6 3L 
Directors were write in candidates. 
The SBA would very much like to 
improve on those numbers and hopes 
that those who choose to run and are 
elected are willing to work on mak­
ing the SBA the premier organiza­
tion in law school. Given the quality 
of many of the student groups that 
task promises to be difficult and must 
be started as soon as possible. 
To that end SBA will be holding 
elections much earlier than usual. In 
order to get your name on the ballot 
each candidate must gather forty 
signatures. Students may only sign 
the petitions of members of their 
own class but may sign more than 
one. lL's please note that you may 
sign the petition ofsomeone who is 
not in your section. 
Petitions may be picked up out­
side of the SBA Office starting 
Monday, August 19, 1991 and are 
due in the SBA Office by 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 27. Please note 
that each candidate is encouraged 
to write a brief "candidate state­
ment" which will be published in 
The Opinion. Candidate state­
ments are also due in the SBA 
office by 4 p.m., Tuesday August 
27, 1991. 
Candidate forums will be held 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
August 28 and 29, 1991, room and 
time to be announced. Each can­
didate will be allowed a five minute 
presentation and then the floor 
will be opened to questions from 
students, reporters from The 
Opinion and executive officers of 
the SBA. All students are encour­
aged to attend. 
Elections will be held from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday and 
Wednesday, September3d and 4th 
1991 in front of the library. Stu­
dents may only vote for six direc­
tors in their own class. The results 
will be announced on Friday, Sep­
tember 5th. A runoff, if neces-
sary, will be held September 10th and 
11th. The first meeting of the SBA is 
Wednesday, September 11th, room and 
time to be announced. 
The SBA encourages all students who 
wish to participate in the SBA to become 
candidates and strongly urges all stu­
dents to vote. Because the timing of the 
elections is earlier than normal all can­
didates are urged to begin their cam­
paigns as soon as possible and keep an 
eye on the calender. Good luck to all the 
candidates and may the best people win. 
SBA Elections 
Sept. 3 & 4 
SBA Standing Committee Applications Available 
Each year the SBA appoints stu­
dents to various faculty committees. 
These students serve as the students 
representatives on these committees 
and are able to affect the direction 
the school takes on various matters. 
The following is a breakdown of the 
various committees with student 
membership. 
Academic Policy and Program 
Committee 
(APPC) 3 Students 
This Committee considers propos­
als for changes in the academic pro­
.gram and graduation requirements. 
Proposals come from faculty mem­
bers, deans and students. After the 
committee reviews a proposal, it 
makes a recommendation to the full 
faculty. Meetings are held when the 
Committee has proposals to review, 
i.e. ·somewhat irregularly. 
Academic Standards and Stand­
ing Committee 
(ASSC) 3 Students. 
This Committee acts on petitions 
from students for r~admission or 
waiver oflaw school academic rules. 
It also makes recommendations to 
the full faculty with respect to changes 
in such rules. 
By the nature of its work, the 
Committee requires observance of 
strict confidentiality. Its meetings 
are closed to non-members. It 
meets when it has sufficient matters 
to review or when action with re­




This Committee sets general stan­
dards for admission and reviews files 
of candidates. It generally operates 
through subcommittees which make 
recommendations to the chair. 
Its work is particularly heavy in the 
period from January to May when 
files must be read expeditiously. All 




This Committee screens candidates 
for faculty positions, arranges visits 
and interviews, ahd makes recom­
mendations on appointments to the 
full faculty. Only positive recom­
mendations of the Committee are 
reported publicly. 
The student members are expected 
to contribute to the process of 
screening resumes, to organize 
meetings at which candidates can 
visit with a diverse group of stu­
dents, and to report to the Committee 
student reactions to visiting candi­
dates. The Committee meets fre­
quently in the fall and in the early 
part of the spring semester. 
Budget and Program Review 
Committee 
(BPR) 3 Students 
This Committee reviews the non-
' personnel part of the law school 
budget and makes recommendations 
to the dean on his expenditure plans, 
particularly those with respect to 
studem organizations and programs. 
It meets infrequently, normally only 
when specific proposals require ac­
tion or in spring when the vice-presi­
dent allocates the funds for the law 
school budget for the next fiscal year. 
Faculty-Student Relations Board 
(FSRB) 3 Students 
The committee acts on student dis­
ciplinary matters, student grievances 
against students. It is also charged 
with establishing the method of 
student evaluation of teaching. 
The workload depends on the 
number of cases filed, with re­
spect to which the Committee 
conducts hearings and/or engages 
in other forms of investigation. 
Its proceedings respect the confi­
dentiality of the parties. 
Library Committee 
3 Students 
This Committee advises the 




This committee will help facilitate de­
cisions concerning the anti-discrimina­
tion policies of the school. 
· Research and Writing 
Committee 
6 Students 
This committee has been created by 
the SBA with two missions. First the 
committee will be responsible for ac-
tively monitoring the current Research 
and Writing Program. The committee 
library matters of importance to - w IT in ervtew tuc en an ro essors in 
students and faculty. It meets 
infrequently and serves mainly as 
a channel of communication be-
tween the users of the Library and 
the Library staff. 
Mitchell Lecture Committee 
-1 Student 
This Committee arranges the 
annual Mitchell Lecture and also 
dispenses funds for Mitchell 
Fellows, that is, distinguished 
visitors who lecture and meet in­
formally with faculty and stu­
dents. It meets when it has pro­
posals to consider. 
Committee on Special Needs 
3 Students 
This committee will examine 
the learning and access needs of 
students who are prevented from 
fully participating in their legal 
education because of unique 
learning and physical abilities. 
This committee will be focusing 
on issues facing students such as 
the inability to access library fa­
cilities, classrooms and other ar­
eas of the law school. 
each section, review the course materi­
als and issue reports on their findings. 
This committee will also be charged 
with investigating how other schools run 
their Research and Writing programs 
and to report back to the SB A on whether 
it is feasible for the students to run any 
part of the program wjthout school 
support. This committee will have one 
faculty /administrative representative. 
Committee applications may be picked 
up outside of the SBA office starting 
Monday, August 19, 1991. Applica­
tions must be turned in by 4 p.m. Friday, 
August 30, 1991 to the SBA Office. 
Interviews will be held September 10th-
12th, time and room to be announced. 
Results will be posted Monday Septem-
ber 16, 1991. 
There will only be one round of inter­
views this year. Remaining spots will be 
filled by the Board of Directors. All are 
invited to apply. Student representation 
on these committees is not a gift from the 
administration but the result of much 
effort by students in the past. It is up to 
the current student body to ensure that 
the efforts of those who went before us 
were not in vain. Students who are 
interested in making a difference should 
apply. 
Dean's message 
continued from paage 1 
rents in American legal education. 
Your Law School at Buffalo not only 
has kept abreast of progressive 
change in legal study but has at-
tempted to serve a leadership role in 
nurturing and advancing creative and 
challenging development in the law. 
Significantly, we try to do all this 
while emphasizing the lawyer's 
public service role and commu­
nity responsibility. 
We welcome you to the Law 
School and wish you well. l look for­
ward to meeting with each of you and 
working with you during your years 
here and thereafter. 
August 19, 1991 The Opinion Page 3 
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"Blum Makes Clarification" 
In the final issue of The Opinion last Spring, Professor Blum had 
a lengthy article under the headline "Blum Explains Tenure Difficulties." 
A paragraph was inadvertently omitted between the end of the text on 
page one and its continuation on page 9. The omitted portion reads as 
follows: 
smoke and mirrors."EDITORIAL 
Welcome to the SUNY-Buffalo Law School experience. 
There are thousands of cliches that can be used to encapsulate the 
three year trauma into one pithy sentence. The one's about the 
experience being what you make of it and so forth are appropos, 
and the few that discuss open minds and attitudes should also be 
heeded. Specific quotes aren't necessary since everyone by now 
has a litany of material to fill in the blanks. 
As an institution dedicated to the pursuit of the balance 
between doing justice and applying the law the students and 
professors have the task of changing the present situation by 
addressing the failures of our system. Dan Quayle's address to the 
American Bar Association, where he told the audience that 
America had too many lawyers, is indicative of the growing 
disappointment with the scant degree of public service attorneys 
and the ever burgeoning ranks of civil suits and insurance claims 
made in what can euphemistically be called "bad faith." This is . 
not an apology for lawyers wanting to earn a healthy salary or a 
call to arms for persons to join a pro bono crusade and take an oath 
• 1 of' poverty. Lawyers must recognize that the American society, for 
good or ill, has become thoroughly enamoured with the perception 
of the attorney as a paladin protector. When the attorney proves to 
be human it is seen as a betrayal. 
Funding for public service attorneys is the obvious answer 
and unfortunately that remains a distant solution. Alumni partici­
pation in the Loan Repayment Assistance Plan has always been 
used by students as a panacea, but the students forget that when 
they graduate they join that body known as alumni. It is time to 
break the cvcle and nedicat~ timeg11(:ii"fi)cmey,.Jo1th~principles ' ', ,r r: ,.~,.., ♦ n•,..M 11~?.J~r 'f,. 1 rt -.,.,, f T -
shared by our profession. Equal access to the law. 
.:X::OOY'rgM 1990 The Op,mon. SBA. Any r-odudten ol materials hefern io stridly prohibited without thee-• oonsent of 
•se i:d ·,ors. The Qp.,,on ,s pubkshed every two -ks during the academic yuear. h io ti. student newspaper ol the Slate 
.Jn.,,e,s~y o, 'lew York a Buffalo School ol Law, SUNYAB Amn,;rs!C~1. Buffalo. New Yori< 14260. The vi9w1 e,cpr•sed in 
'"" -r are n01 neceuar,ly tho&e of toe Edrtor,al Board o, Slaff ol The Op.nion. The Opinion io a non-p,ofij Ofllal!ization. third­
ola.ss postage err<ered a1 Buffalo, NY. Ed~or,ai pol,cy ol The Opinion rs determined oolleciively by the EdijoriaJ Boerd. Tt. 
Qp,s-,n ,s funded by the SBA lrom Student Law F-. 
DESMOND MEMORIAL MOOT COURT COMPE­
r IlIJON; '91 SchJ:duJe or Events 
• Plan on participating and mark your calendars: 
September 
4 Orientation for Prospective Competitors, 5:30 pm. 
12 Problem Distribution, 9-5 pm (Rm 11) 
23 Outline of Argument Due, 9-5 pm (Rm 11) 
30 Outlines Returned to Mailboxes 
October 
7 Letter oflntent Due, 9-5 pm (Rm 11) 
14 Briefs Due, 9-5 pm (Rm 11) 
NOTE: No Briefs Accepted After 10 pm. 
Happy Hour! 5-? pm 
15 Practice Rounds Begin 
20 Practice Rounds End 
22 Preliminary Round #1, 6:30-8:30 pm* 
23 Preliminary Round #2, 6:30-8:30 pm* 
24 Preliminary Round #3, 6:30-8:30 pm* 
Announcement of Quarter Finalists at 
Happy Hour 
25 Quarter-Finals, 6:30-8:30 pm* 
26 Semi-Finals, 11 am* 
Finals, 3:00 pm (Moot Court Auditorium) 
Banquet, 7:00 pm (TBA) 
November 
1 Notices to Competitors on Board Positions 
*O'Brian Hall 
After discovering the shenanigan at my reappointment, 
which had caused generally positive SCATE evaluations to be 
grossly misrepresented by a few negative letters, I was reassured 
by an influential senior colleague that this irregularity had not 
been designed to sabotage my tenure candidacy. Its purpose was 
merely to let me know who was in charge. I was iold that the 
damage done was not serious, but I could do serious harm to my 
future prospects by lashing out against the evaluative procedures. 
Perhaps mistakenly, I agreed to keep matters quiet. This may 
have been a mistake because it appears there have been continu­
ing attempts to make me an example whose fate would remind 
others ofthe need to obey the hegemonic faculty member. Over 
time one attack seemed to give way to another .... 
Copies of the entire article with the omitted portion included are avail­
able from Sue in Room 419 O'Brian. 
Jeffrey M. Blum 
Associate Professor of Law 
Mandatory Student Fee Waiver 
Each year a mandatory student fee is charged all students. 
It is current! y $34 .50 per semester and is used to fund student 
groups and the SBA. Students may have this fee waived for 
a variety of reasons including financial ones, study abroad, 
and others. If you feel that you qualify for a mandatory
. . 
student fee waiver, please stop by the SBA office during the 
next two weeks and pick up a form. All student fee waivers 
are held in the strictest of confidence. 
Comings and Goings 
The Opinion staff wishes to extend its heartiest congratulations to 
Professor Girth on her recent appointment to the Deanship of Geor­
gia State University Law School. We wish her the best of luck in her 
position. Her tenure at UB Law School will be fondly remembered. 
Jack Schlegel has an­ Jim Atleson has arranged to 
nounced that he will be step­ spend the fall semester at 
ping down from his position as Georgetown Law School. 
Associate Dean as of the fall 
semester, in order to devote Victor Thuronyi will be 
himself full-time to teaching working in DC this ,semester as 
and scholarship. counsel for the Intemational 
Monetary Fund. 
Palmer Singleton is on leave 
for an undetermined period of Louis Del Cotto has decided 
time, and will not be teaching to join the ranks of the retired, 
any classes this fall semester. but will still continue to teach as 
professor emeritus on a half­
. After spending part of his time basis . 
sabbatical in Australia, Tom 
Headrick returns to UB Law Guyora Binder. will be teach­
this semester. ing at Stanford this semester. 
Virginia Leary returns after 
a year long sabbatical in 
Europe. 
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-worse, though I oppose Thomas, I like art supported by the NEA, others 
support his right to be conservative. don'tli.ke the CIAin Central America. 
A black person, like anyone else, has The First Amendment is there for 
the ri~ht to decide his politics. people to voice their dissatisfaction 
It was thought calling for a minor- with this system. To cut off funds inMcPHERSON! 
by Darryl McPherson 
An opening line like "Welcome to 
law school" seems appropriate, but I 
think that would be too typical and 
predictable. By now, all newcomers 
have been enthusiastically greeted 
by the Orientation Committee, and 
those law school veterans returning 
from their too brief summer breaks 
have encountered old friends and are 
catching up on various war stories. 
Unlike most of them, I have no tales 
to tell. I wasn't in the trenches of 
somelawoffice;instead,Ispentmost 
of my time crafting a narrative of 
love, evil, adventure, and ambition. 
This isn't your typical 'what I did 
on my summer vacation' essay. Be-
foreyoustartrunningaway,I'llmake 
it clear that this isn't about that sub-
ject. (But if anyone wants to know, 
catch me and I'll try to tell you what-
ever you want to know.) Rather, this 
should serve as an introduction to 
me, this column, and the type of 
political reflection that's so preva-
lent in this place. 
The life's blood for existence at 
UB Law is conflict. The school, the 
students, and the administration 
thrive on it. All seek it out, and if it 
doesn't exist, you can be sure some-
one will create it. As certain as I'll be 
dressed in black, I know somebody 
will be up in arms about something. 
The whole process is made particu-
larly easy considering the political 
climate. A conservative US Presi-
dent and Supreme Court make dis-
cussions in the liberal state of New 
York, and especially in this school, 
very interesting. 
The nomination of Clarence Tho-
Features Editor 
mas for a seat on the high court 
should be a major topic. His confir-
mation hearings are coming up, and 
Ithinkit'sfairtosaythateveryoneis 
quite curious to see how they'll turn 
. out. I expect most UB Law students 
o~pose his nomination because of 
hisconservativeleanings.Atthesame 
time, aconflictarises because, though 
liberals across the country wanted a 
minoritypickedfortheposition, they 
aren't comfortable with Thomas. 
Allow me to take a moment to 
interject somepersonal aspects about 
myself to let everyone know where 
I'm coming from. I think of myself 
as a political moderate with a conser-
vative demeanor and liberal sensi-
bilities. I'm vehemently pro-choice, 
and conceptually pro~death penalty 
(there's probably another column in 
me regarding my reasons for that, 
but that's another day.) I passion-
atelyhateGeorgeBush,butllikethe 
FederalistSociety(UB'sfaithfulcon-
tingent of young Republicans). Phil 
Donahue is my hero and I'm not 
ashamed to admit it. Jim Maisano 
(yes, I'm naming you in my column 
again)callsme"theFence",presum-
ably because I can work both sidesof 
any issue. A perfect case in point
. 
bei~~ the Thomas nomination. 
ity to replace Marshall would secure 
a liberal seat. Thatdidn't work when 
Bush bagged that most elusive game 
thknown as e conservative black. 
thNow I can only hope at Congress 
demands a balance in the Court dur-
thing e confirmation hearings,
therebyeliminatingThomasandany
0ther hardline conservatives. Per-
sonally though, 1think Thomas will 
survive the hearings. America knew 
what it was getting into when Bush 
thwon e election. If it didn't want a 
conservative court, Dukakis 
should've been elected. 
Abortion, as alwayS, will provide 
a fertile ground for discussions. I 
expect the RuSt v. Sullivan case re-
garding the virtual gag 0rderrestrict-
ing abortion counseling on federally 
one case and to not do so in another 
is tantamount to creating two tiers of 
justice- one for the favored, another 
for the despised. 
And here I was almost starting to 
believe that stuff about inalienable 
rights. 
The controversy in Wichita, Kan­
sas between the Justice Department 
and a federal district judge's power 
and jurisdiction to handle abortion 
protestors should also stir things up. 
The blockade issue strikes close to 
home considering the work Profes-
sors Finley and Marcus have done 
for local clinics besieged by anti-
choicers. One of these days, I'm go­
ing to do a column that'll look at the 
ins and outs of the abortion question, 
so I'll try to reserve my comments. 
------------• All I can say is that I want Judge 
Patrick Kelly to be nominated for the 
I think of myself as a Supreme Court. He's got guts, integ-
rity, and is an example of the kind of 
political moderate leadership this country sorely needs. 
with a conservative But that's just my opinion. 
Ultimately,that'severythingyou'll
demeanor and liberal read in this column. This, and future 
sensibilities. columns, will be short explorations 
into one law student's perspective. 
------------• This is the editorial with adifference, 
funded health care workers to raise a Y:ith a heart _and soul. And if anvone 
c . disagrees with me, that's to be ex-1ew issues. How supposedly ratio- , . . 
nal all edl . 11. S pected- that s what this country is all 
Court' Jeugsn· y mteldigenlt upalre1me about. This may seem like an outletces cou ru e to ow £ . 
such an outright disregard of indi- or my massive ego, but somewhere 
I_ ~anted a minority to replace the !vidual freedom ast()Unds me~l'hhris "''~on? ! ~e~wt!$! I_h~~eJ ~ i ~~~ey a 
rennng Thurgood Marshall• but I 
preferred_som_eone who would pro-
!ect aboruon nghts. For me, protect-
mg that right is more important than 
the moral victory ofhaving a minor-
ity on the court. At the same time, I 
see a tremendous need for a minortiy 
on many levels. To make matters 
Professor Girth to Becoine 
Dean at GSU 
The law school at Georgia State 
University announced that Marjorie 
Girth will become its new dean, ef­
fective January 1, 1992. Marjorie 
will remain a member ofour faculty 
until then and will be teaching here 
during the fall semester. .. 
Obviously, Georgia State ' s gain is 
our loss. Congratulations are due 
Marjorie, but we and her students 
will miss her. 
l(RN[R I AW BOOK co.. INC 111 ,.v.s:;ACIIUS(Tl!i AVE:., NW 20001 r,A 
DISCOUNT LAW BOOKS 
Why pay full price and wait in long lines. 
CALL NOW FOR THE LOWEST PRICES 
IN THE COUNTRY-- 1800 253-1594 
the ki d f th. h . f iltfe i,lt of myseff onto tlie pnnt~n o mg t at convmces me .st 
that America is not the bastion of page. M~ yle can be highly per­
freedom it should be. s_onal at times, and I hope my emo­
Let's face reality; sometimes your tmnscome across as .:trongly as I feelth 
tax dollars do things you don't like. em. 
That's how the system operates in That's why my name is on top. 
this democracy. Some people don,~ 
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The Italian Loafer 
by John B. licara 
Like the swallows to Capistrano in 
the spring, the students flock back to 
S UNY-Buffalo during the last gasps 
of an all too brief summer. They had 
tried to get rid of me by sending me 
in exile to Italy for seven weeks after 
the spring semester tailed off, but the 
plan backfired. Theirmaneuveronly 
solidified my resolve to return to my 
desk and continue my attack on those 
individuals I had personally found 
wanting in the balance of character 
and fitness. 
The people in Italy were overjoyed 
to see an American, take his money 
and send him on his way. Isn't that 
what hospitality is all about? Seven 
weeks of walking around the penin-
sula looking at tombs and half fallen 
arches gave me insights into the eter-
nal consistencies ofhuman nature. It 
would help me back in the States 
provided I was able to get the right 
documentation to get entry into the 
land of Big Breakfasts. The key 
difference between the USA and 
thosesmallerplacesaroundtheMedi-
erranean Sea (Club Med, as it were) 
is that Americans tend to eat some-
thing before the noon hour that actu-
ally reaches the level of digestable 
vittles. I can't explain it, we just like 
to eat breakfasts that can't be lost in 
a book bag. At least I do. 
Being in exile can play with your 
mind in ways that can't be explained 
by a Rorsha~l) t~t:_,and,even:after'BU. 
the cultural exposure that can be 
gleaned from opera, the Sistine 
Chapel, Aorence, and various mu-
seums, I developed a resentment at 
being in a foreign land. Perhaps my 
resentment would be less if I didn't 
have to bribe the customs official 
with some Ray Ban sunglasses, Levi 
jeans and Chuck Taylor Converse 
All-Stars. That I was wearing all of 
them at the time didn't help the situ-
ation. I escaped the country with my 
dignity bruised but my ego substan-
tially bolstered. A trade I can live 
with,evenifsomeassociatesofmine 
cannot. 
On a sunny Monday morning I 
made it back to my office and was 
greeted by a slew of letters on my 
floor which resembled the remains 
of an artistic disagreement between 
Andy Warhol and Jackson Pollack. 
Fortunately I knew how to handle 
suchsituationsfromhavingtravelled 
before:Iwentoutforasecondbreak-
fast. I called ahead to my favorite 
breakfasting establishment and or-
dered the usual. At the diner I saw a 
friend who had spent the summer 
putting in seventy-hour weeks at a 
firm that was large enough to apply 
for statehood. I remember she had 
left for her tour of duty with bright 
eyes, a slight blush to her cheeks and 
anoptimisticnaturethathadappeared 
to be indomitable. The picture of 
youth, innocence and inexperience. 
She was sitting in a booth in the 
comer, my booth, drinking coffee 
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and chain-smoking filterless ciga­
rettes while staring out the window 
in an addict' s stupor. I picked up my 
breakfast at the counter and threaded 
my way to the booth and signalled 
for the waitress to bring some coffee. 
Itmademethinkofthoseclubswhere 
old men hang out playing checkers 
and rotted to death in overstuffed 
chairs. 
Since it was a public place I was a 
little wary about praying over my 
breakfast. The last thing I needed 
was trouble with the ACLU after that 
fiasco with Immigration and Natu­
ralization Services. After observing 
a moment ofsilence I asked her what 
was wrong. 
Her eyes flickered over me in ab­
sent recognition then she snorted 
derisively as she realized that I was 
backfromexile. "Nevercouldkeep 
you away from a weeping abcess." 
That wasn't the sort of greeting I 
expected so I tried to determine if it 
was a complement. I gave up and 
repeated my question. 
"I stopped working at Whitemann 
& Tightwad last week. I put in more 
time there than I did in classes the 
last two semesters and this is how 
they repay me," she took a drag off 
her cigarette that lasted about ten 
seconds and then looked at an enve-
lope in her hand. She tossed the 
envelope to me and amid a cloud of 
.~tn9ke she spat out a.few epithets. 
I had finished my breakfast by that 
time including the plastic jelly pack­
ets, an odd number of sugar packs 
despite warnings from a dedicated 
babysitter that I would develop in­
testinal wonns from such a practice. 
I opened the envelope. It was a job 
offer. 
She was livid. "Those bastards are 
trying to kill me. This is how they 
treat me, after all I did for them. It's 
moments like this that make me ap­
preciate the Second Amendment, a 
right I ought to flex more often." 
I sipped my coffee and tried not to 
grin like the Cheshire cat. She needed 
to hear some words of encourage­
ment, a comment with sensitivity. I 
had read too much Ayn Rand and R. 
W. Emerson to be inspired to give 
those words of banality. I looked 
around and told her to get with the 
program. 
I woke up on the floor and for a 
moment I viewed an upside down 
world with a siren ringing in my head 
and coffee dripping into my collar. 
A trip to the restroom proved that she 
usedmyfaceforapinataandiwasn't 
around to give her the prize quote. 
After washing my face I went to 
settle the bill and Veronica told me 
my meal was paid for by my break­
fast companion. "She left a message 
for you. 'Welcome to the real world 
of corporate law.' What's that 
mean?" 
I smiled. I was back in school. 
Juili 1 Jt Opmoo ud ,ret peoplr liie Justicr htom Sc,iu (ieft/ slim ,itli Jo/Jo B. I,ic,t,. 
Student Group Notice 
In last semester's final issue ofThe 
Opinion student groups were asked 
to provide descriptions of their re­
spective, if not respectable; organi­
zational goals. The response while 
high in quality was woefully short of 
a full tally of student organizations. 
To whit, one group responded. If 
group leaders are motivated to action 
it is recommended that you submit 
descriptions by August 29, 1991. 
STUDENTS FOR CONSTITU­
TIONAL CONCERNS (SCC): Are 
you tired of joining groups where 
everyone thinks the same, where one 
person speaks and everyone nods in 
boring approval? If so, you should 
consider joining Students for Con­
stitutional Concerns. SCC is an or­
ganization committed to the expan­
sion of liberty. The group is not 
bound to any political ideology and 
encourages students of.allviewpoints 
and backgrounds to join our "mar-
ketplace of ideas." SCC provides 
UB Law with a forum whereby di­
verse ideas may be excahnged in an 
open yet robust manner. The group 
promotes the free exercise ofall indi­
viduals to peacefully state views on 
any issue, in an orderly and civilized 
manner, without fear of official re­
prisal. 
SCC meets once every two weeks 
for about an hour. An important 
constitutional or political issue is 
selected for debate, with a brief ar­
ticle distributed to all members be­
fore the meeting. Members rotate 
organizing the meetings. sec also 
sponsors various debates and lec­
tures. The group relaxes from the 
pressures of law school with social 
gatherings and holds one big party 
each semester dedicated to eating 
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BISON database tenninals, which can give
you information on the location, description
and status of any library material within the
UB collection. 
The second floor contains reference materi
als and federal and New York State cour
reporters and digests, as well as CD-ROM
terminals. Also located on the second floor are
the Westlaw and Lexis terminals. The third
floor contains law reviews and the state core
collection. The fifth floor houses the Audio
Visual Department, and the Microform collec
tion, both of which are located in the Koren
Center. 
Reference librarians are very helpful when it 
comes to locating materials, using the BISON 
system, or finding the most productive spot to 
start your research. Remember that you will 
need a valid student.ID to check out materials. 
Also remember that law reviews which are not 
returned within 24 hours will generate fines of 
$1.00 per hour. 
If the law library doesn't have what you are
looking for, don't despair. An underutilized
but very valuable source of information fo
law students is the Lockwood Library, located
close by on the spine between Baldy and
Clemens Halls. Law students will find tha
Lockwood's status as aU.S. governmentdocu
ments depository provides access to importan
collateral information to legal research. 
Copy Machines: Copy machines which are
accessible to students are located in the law
library on the second and sixth floors. Copie
are .10 a piece, payable either with change o
a vendacard. A Vendacard machine and a
change machine are located to the left of the 
circulation desk on the second floor. 
Classrooms: First year classrooms and lec­
ture halls are located on the first floor of 
O'Brian. Upper level classes will generally be 
conducted on the second floor. Seminars and 
very small classes (under 15) may be held in 
the fourth floor conference room. 
Where to Eat: In addition to a small selec­
tion of fast food venues in the Amherst Cam­
pus Mall (located by the campus bookstore on 
Putnam Way), Food Service also operates a 
number ofcafeteria style dining facilities. The 
closest is the Baldy Walkway Food Service 
Cart, open until 2 pm weekdays. Food Service 
also maintains a "sister" facility across the 
way in Jacobs Hall, also on the second floor. 
The selections of both are very limited, but 
convenient. Other dining facilities include the 
Student Activities Center (SAC) Cafeteria, the 
Talbert Dining Hall (which has on of the better 
selections of vegetarian food on campus), and the 
Norton Cafeteria 
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide you 
with other useful ti(ibits, su~h as ..y,!te!Y tW, figcl a 
dec~ntresearch and writing program, pr~ l~u_ngefo.r 
non-smoking law stud~nts. But ifyou keep this little 
list handy, at least you will be able to maneuver the 
maze of the Amherst_c_ampqs with a confident stride 
and a self-assured smile on your face. 
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Attention: 
Call -for organizations 
to submit recruitment 
statements and activi­
ties for placement in 
The Opinion. 
Coming Soon to a 
Lounge near you: 
The Law School 
Mac Lab 
15 Macs & 2 Laser Printers for 
your legal drafting .convenience. 
Tentatively scheduled to open 
within the next three weeks. 
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